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For ‘‘ The Friend.” 
Susanna Wesley. 


The following brief account of the life of|jaws of the fire into his parents’ arms. 


Susanna Wesley, taken from “Consecrated 
Women,” is submitted for publication in “ The 
Friend,” with the desire that some “ weary 
and way-worn mother” who may at times 
feel almost like fainting beneath their bur- 
dens, may be encouraged to press forward on 
the journey of life with renewed vigor, when 
remembering what this dedicated woman was 
enabled to accomplish in training her beloved 
offspring for a life of usefulness here, and, we 
trast, happiness hereafter. 

“Susanna Wesley was the wife of a clergy- 
man, whose income never excceded £200 a 

. They were married about the year 
1700, and had nineteen children, of whom ten 
died in their infancy ; yet with the nine left 
it might be supposed the mere struggle for 
subsistence and the cares attending on such 
4 family would have proved an excuse for 
some neglect of their mental training on the 

ttof the mother. But before we inquire 
ifsuch an excuse were needed, let us consider 
" of the circumstances that surrounded 

er. 

Her husband was an excellent but eccen- 
tric man, too much engaged in the duties of 
his pastoral office, and in literary pursuits, to 
give very much assistance in the early edu- 
cation of the children. 

The parish of Epworth, where the greater 
part of their lives was spent, is situated in a 
part of Lincolnshire known as The Island; 
at that period the resort of a peculiarly wild 
and lawless population, upon whom the learn- 
ing and scholarship of Samuel Wesley pro- 
duced little effect. His parsonage was twice 
burnt (it was believed by incendiaries, in re- 
venye for some difference of opinion in politi- 
cal matters;) and on another occasion the 
good man was taken off to prison, by some 
etal adversary, for a small debt which a 
ittle forbearance would have enabled him to 
pay. These troubles, as may be supposed, fell 

eavily on the noble wife and mother. The 
second conflagration took place in the night ; 

family were aroused from their slumbers 





sleeping alone in a room which had not been 
entered. The father endeavored to force his 
way to it, but was met by volumes of smoke 
and hissing flames ; the staircase fell, and thus 
all access from within was cut off, and the 
father, in his agony, knelt down to commend 
the soul of his child to God. Meanwhile, the 
little one had been awakened by a red gleam 
on the walls, and, after attempting in vain to 
escape by the door, he ran to the window, 
where the little white figure was espied by 
some kind people who had gathered below. 
‘Go for a ladder!’ cried one. ‘There is no 
time,’ answered his neighbor ; ‘ but mount on 
my shoulder and open the casement.’ It was 
done, and the child borne safely from the very 
Well 
might they knecl down and thank God when 
they saw their children all safe about them ; 
and well might this son, in after years, when 
his fame as fohn Wesley was world-wide, de- 
scribe himself as literally, as well as spirit- 
ually, ‘a brand plucked from the burning.’ 
Thus wave after wave of trouble swept over 
the heads of this noble pair, but the anchor 
of their faith held fast. 
It was some time before their parsonage 
was rebuilt, and the family, which had been 
erforce dispersed, was re-collected. Atlength, 
1owever, this was accomplished, thangh it 
was found that some good had been lost by 
the children during the dispersion ; and some- 
thing like quiet settled down around them. 
Susanna Wesley was almost the sole instruc- 
tress of her daughters, and of her sons also, 
with the exception of the classical lessons 
given to both by their father, until the sons 
were ready for college. Her methods were 
— and might not be necessary or possi- 
le in all instances, though eminently success- 


respondence, she maintained unbroken the 
bonds of confidence between her children and 
herself, keeping open as it were the pathway 
between their hearts and her own, along 
which travelled many a loving word of coun- 
sel, of warning, or of cheer. Few things per- 
haps are more touchingly beautiful than to 
see how her sons, as young and strong men, 
applied to her for help and advice in their 
spiritual embarrassments and difficulties, how 
they poured out their troubles into her willing 
ear, and were animated by her words and the 
unspeakable yearnings of her soul for their 
welfare. 

Nor was this excellent woman unmindfal 
of the condition of her poorer neighbors. 
When her husband was absent on Church 
affairs in London, and service in the church 
was held only once on the First day of the 
week, she made it a practice to invite a few 
of the people about, to join in her family read- 
ing with her children in the kitchen of the 
parsonage. This became so popular that her 
room was soon crowded, and she was almost 
startled at her own work. She read to them 
the best sermons she could find in her hus- 
band’s library, and atlength the people begged 
they might remain during the family worship, 
which she also conducted during the absence 
of her husband. Some exaggerated account of 
all this reached the ears of the worthy man, 
and he wrote in great alarm; but she was so 
convinced that she was doing rightly and 
usefully that she said in reply, after explain- 
ing how simple the whole thing was, that if 
he still wished her to abstain he must com- 
mand her to do so, and then she should think 
it her duty to submit. 

Thus, amid labor and prayer, wifely sub- 
mission and family love, life passed away in 


ful in this. Strict discipline was of course of|this remote parsonage among the fens of 


the first importance among such a number, 
in so limited a space, and when so little help 
of any kind was to be had. For instance, no 
child was permitted to cry aloud after the age 
of one year; and strict rules as to food and 
sleep, &c., were enacted. Perfect honesty, 
uprightness, and truthfulness were enforced ; 
reverence for their superiors; and just, as 
well as kindly feeling among themselves, and 


Lincolnshire; till at length, one by one, the 
sons left their home, some of the daughters 
married, and the father was laid down to rest 
in the quiet churchyard that surrounded the 
scene of his life-long labors. Then Susanna 
Wesley went forth, still in outward poverty, 
and found a home with one or other of her 
children, until ber turn too came to ‘ go across 
the river.’ She continued to be their best 


courtesy towards those of a humbler class of|earthly guide and counsellor, and was soothed 


life, were strictly inculcated. 


in return by their devoted love and filial care. 


Regular school hours and lessons were ob-|She had the happiness of believing that all 


served, and, as an instance of her indefatigable|her children (though to them, as to herself, 
zeal and industry, it is told that, not satisfied | life had anything but a thornless path tooffer) 
with any manual of religious instruction with-| were conscious heirs of a better and more en- 
in her reach, she prepared one herself forthe|during inheritance. Some of them she saw 
use of her children. Her own practice was|prominently and extensively useful to a de- 
to spend two hours daily in private and special|gree that has not often been equalled, and at 
prayer and communion with her God. Here|her peaceful falling asleep she had the joy of 
we have one of the secrets of her strength, | believing that, through the riches of redeem- 
and of the calmness of soul which enabled her|ing love, she would be permitted to rejoin or 
to accomplish her daily work. She trained|to welcome every one of her nineteen children 


by the cry of ‘Fire!’ but, after great exer-|her children to a similar habit suited to their'in the better world to which she was hasten- 
tions, it was believed all the living treasures' years. She also made a point of having|ing.” 


a oe 


Were safe. Suddenly, however, it was found|special religious conversation with them ; and 


that one lovely little boy, of about six, was|by this means, and afterwards through cor-| The luxury of luxuries is that of doing good. 
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Self-denial was the practice and glory of 






the ancients, who were predecessors to the things, let the time past suffice; think it not|the trite lesson that so many have tried - I am 
coming of Christ in the flesh; and shall we|enough to be clear of such impieties, as too|teach, and that they who need it most aregs thou art 
hope to go to heaven without it now, when|many are found in, whilst your inordinate 


slow to learn. Young men starting out jg § God in 

love of lawful things bas detiled your enjoy-|life want to carry as little ballast as possible thy brea 
ment of them, and drawn your hearts from}They are enterprising, ambitious. hey are be sure ; 
the fear, love, obedience, and self-denial of ajanxious to go fast and take as much —e seems |i 


our Saviour himself has become the most ex- 
cellent example of it? And that, not as some 
would fain have it, viz., “ He for us, that we 


need not;” but for us, that we might deny|trye disciple of Jesus. Turn about then, and|they can. Old-fashioned principles are yeasel, 2 
ourselves, and so be the true followers of his|hearken to the still voice in thy conscience ;|garded as dead weight. It does not pay weighty 
blessed example. it tells thee of thy sins, and of misery in them.|keep them, and they are thrown ove | 


Whoever thou art, therefore, that wouldst|[¢ gives a lively discovery of the very vanity |Good home habits are abandoned in o be of | 


do the will of God, but faintest in thy desires | of the world, and opens to thy soul some pro-|be popular with the gay and worldly. BD being ™ 
from the se of worldly considerations ;| spect of eternity, and the comforts of the just|Bible is not read, religious duties are througt 
remember | tell thee in the name of Christ,| who are at rest. If thou adberest to this, it|lected, and lo! some day, when all the for my’ 
that he who prefers father or mother, sister} wij] divorce thee from sin and self; thou wilt|are spread, a sudden temptation comes that may ke 
or brother, wife or child, house or land, repu-' goon find, that the power of its charms ex-|wrecks the character and the life. 


: : to the : 
tation, honor, office, liberty or life, before the|ceeds that of the wealth, honor and beauty of] We cannot urge too strongly upon the & shearer 


testimony of the light of Jesus in his own|the world, and, finally, will give thee that|young, in these days of intense activity, the | —this i 
conscience, shall be rejected of Him in the tranquillity, which the storms of time ecan|vital importance of ballast. A conscieng standin 
solemn and general inquest upon the world,| never shipwreck or disorder. Here all thine|seems to be an incumbrance—an obstacle ty § Trath : 
when all shall be judged, and receive accord-| enjoyments are blest ; though small, yet great|prosperity. But it is a safe thing to haveon | gerve t 
ing to the deeds done, not the profession made|by that presence which is within them. based. t steadies the soul. It keepsit from 9 the bat 
in this life. It is the doctrine of Jesus, that| “yen in this world the righteous have the|careening when the winds drive it intothe § ing. 1 
if thy right band offend thee, thou must cut) better of it, for they use the world without| trough of the sea. If the Escambia bad taken §  jowline 
it off; and if thy right eye offend thee thou! rebuke, because they do not abuse it. Theyjless wheat and more ballast, it might have I @bo is 
must pluck it out; that is, if the most dear,|see and bless the hand that feeds and clothes, |been afloat to-day. And this is true of rR weapo 
the most useful and tender comforts thou en-|and preserves them. Beholding Him in all|a man now in prison or in the gutter, a and ev 
joyest, stand in thy soul’s way and intcrrupt/his gifts, they do not adore them, but Him ;|haste to be rich—the impatience of restraint, J agains 
thy obedience to the voice of God, and thy|so the sweetness of his blessing who gives|alas! how their wrecks lie just outside the § there 
conformity to his holy will revealed in thy them, is an advantage such have over those| world’s Golden Gates.—Christian World, have a 





soul, thou art engaged, under the penalty of| who see Him not. In their increase they are comfor 
damnation, to part with them. not lifted up, nor in their adversities are they For “The Friend” it with 

The way of God is a way of faith, as dark|cast down; because they are moderated in the Letter from Asenath Clark. heart i 
to seuse as it is mortal to self. The children one, and comforted in the other, by his divine althou 


of obedience, with holy Paul, count all things] presence. [The following letter from that worthy to the 
but as dross, that they may win Christ, In short, heaven is the throne, and the Friend, Asenath Clark, then of North tie ence 1 


aud know and walk in this narrow way./earth but the footstool of that man, who hath lina, was written soon after the decease of her believ: 
Speculation will not do it, nor can refined|self under foot. Those who know that station husband, and has been sent to us for insertion 





s . ” . tinue | 
notions enter it; the obedient only eat the) will not be easily moved; they learn to num-|4y “The Friend.” It was directed to the late | ypich 
good of the land. They that do my Father’s| per their days, that they may not be surprised Mary Kite, who at one time paid a eee tains s 
will, says the blessed Jesus, shall know my| with their dissolution; and to “ redeem their|¥!*!¢ the meetings of North Carolina Yearly J yin 
doctrine; them He will instruct. There is|time, because the days are evil ;” remember- Meeting, accompanied by Pennock Passmore and ir 


no room for instruction, where lawful self is 


Sling that they are but stewards, and must de- and Mary Passmore. It was found aim to ex¢ 
lord and not servant. For self cannot receive 


liver up their accounts to an impartial Judge. me en wae ee pbgenia Ih 
it; that which should, is oppressed by self ;|Therefore, not to self, but to Him they live, |.. though many years have passet am | eat) 
fearful, and dares not. What will my father/and in Him they die, and are blessed with |""°° it was penned, the Christian ene forms 


or mother say? How will my husband use|them that die in the Lord. ment which it contains may prove refreshil 
me? Or, what will the magistrates do with to some of att readers ; and strengthen them of the 
me? For though I have a most powerful] Without Ballast—One day the Escambia, |Still to abide “in Him who is the way, the 





‘eti h and the life,” believing th iis | ot 
persuasion, and clear conviction on my soul,|a British iron steamer, loaded with wheat,|tTuth and the anos. OENTOY OS that as tb may | 
of this or that thing, yet considering how|weighed anchor and started down the bay of their experience, “no weapon formed agai cross 
unmodish it is, what enemies it has, and how|San Francisco. The pilot left her when about |*hem shall prosper.” —Ep.] a of So 
strange and singular | shall seem to them, I five miles outside the Golden Gate. Looking Oak Grove, near New Garden, [N.@] and ¢ 
hope God will pity my weakness, if I sink ;|back from his pilot boat a short time after, 11th mo. 30th, 1855 I dor 
I am but flesh and blood ; it may be hereafter) he saw the vessel stop, drift into the trough| My dear and much beloved friend and sider Imu 
He will better enable me; and there is time|of the sea, careen to port, both bulwarks going jin the unchangeable Truth,—I have just bem of th 
enough. Thus selfish, fearful man. under water, then suddenly capsize and sink. |looking over thy truly sympathetic and evar Th 

Deliberating is ever worst; for the soul} What was the cause of this sad catastrophe? 


|gelical letter, which has brought thee, this to on 

loses in parley: the manifestation brings|A want of ballast. She came into port from|morning, very near and dear to my best fet dear 
power with it. Never did God convince peo-|China, a few weeks before, with a thousand |ings; and whilst thou seems willing in tra siste! 
ple, but, upon submission He empowered|emigrants on board. But she had in her hold|Christian love to hold out a hand of encour and | 
them. He requires nothing without ability|immense tanks for what is called water bal-|agement to a poor sister in tribulation, mj 
to perform it: that were mocking, not saving|last. Those tanks were full, and she battled |spirit seemed to salute thee, and many other nurs 
men. It is enough for thee to do thy duty,|successfully with wind and waves. But thejin your Yearly Meeting, in the language 9 the 
that God shows thee thy duty ; provided thou|captain, wishing to carry all the wheat he|affectionate encouragement to hold fast that suffe 
closest with the light and spirit, by which He|could between decks, neglected to fill those]which you have received—let no man tale but 
gives thee that knowledge. They that want|tanks. He thought the cargo would steady|your crown. Though the mountains should } and 
peers: are such as do not receive Christ in|the ship. But it made it top-heavy, and the |depart and the hills be removed, yet my kink § turn 
is convictions upon the soul ; and such will/first rough sea capsized it. ness sball not depart from thee, sayeth the} the 
always want it; but such as do receive Him,} Here, then, was a vessel tight and strong,|Lord who hath mercy on thee :—and as all o 
receive power also, like those of old, to be-|with powerful engines, with a cargo worth|keep in the meekness of Him who rodeint#§ my 
come the children of God, through the pure|$100,000, foundering as soon as she left har-|Jerusalem upon a colt, the foal of an ass. A8§ som 
obedience of faith. bor, taking down with her a crew of forty-|I was looking towards you this morning b& § fave 


Wherefore, let me beseech you, by the love|five men, because the “es failed to. have|fore I rose from my bed, this language seemed § whi 
and mercy of God, by the life and death of|her properly ballasted. 


he moment she be-|to come vividly before my mind, “ Rejoi@ ban 
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tly, ob daughter of Zion, shout for joy, oh|dead who have died in the Lord”—his dear 
hter of Jerusalem, for thy King cometh| redeemed spirit,was delivered from being in- 
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frente and professors and false religions; 


ow he first thought that some man could 


ynto thee, just, baving salvation, lowly, and|terrupted with those things which would havejtell him something, and when he sought in 


riding Upon an ass.” 
I am truly sensible, my dear Mary, that 
art one whoservest the Son and Sent of 
God in this humble, self-denying way, and 
thy bread will be given thee—thy water shall 
be sure ; and although your Yearly Meeting 
geems like being yet emptied from vessel to 
vessel, and sifted from sieve to sieve, yet the 
weighty wheat will remain when the chaff is 
purged away, and the fine gold will lose noth- 
of its brightness, worth, or weight by 
being melted, and passing from time to time 
through the fire. What I earnestly crave 
for myself and my dear friends is that we 
may keep close to Him who was led asa lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, 80 He opened not his mouth ; 
—this is the safety of-all in this day who are 
standing for those precious testimonies of 
Trath and righteousness, and desire to pre- 
serve them in their purity as they came from 
the hands of those dignified sons of the morn- 
ing. If these keep on the same foundation in 


lowliness of mind, and are abiding in Him|triarchs, of Job, Elibu, and the prophets of| Master in his glory and power. 


wounded bis very heart, and caused him to 
go mourning on his way. I think there were 
very few Tennessee Friends in attendance ; 
Aaron Hammer or wife were neither of them 
there. I cannot say that I came in contact 
with any of them, for I was gveary and the 
sittings exceedingly long, so that i got away 
as soon as I could. 
Affectionately thy friend, 
ASENATH CLARK. 


For “‘ The Friend.”” 


Thoughts about the Eternal Gospels and the 
Falling Babylon. 
BY CHARLES SHIELDSTREAM. 
REMARKS ON C. H. SPURGEON’S LECTURE ON 
GEORGE FOX. 
(Concluded from page 237.) 

Christ is the same forever, and so are his 
followers. The children of Light or friends 
of God (in scorn called Quakers), are the same 
in all ages. That principle, which was be- 
lieved and followed in the days of the pa- 


vain, found that only Christ could speak to his 
condition. Oh how many, with myself, have 
been grieved the same way, by seeing the in- 
consistency among tbe professors and priests, 
and hearing them plead for sin and imper- 
fections; and we have almost been tempted 
to say, there is no God ; but have been turned 
by God’s leading from man into the wilder- 
ness, and there received the teaching of the 
Light within, and by the light have come off 
conquerors! George Fox did see that all the 
world’s religions were Babylon; and so we 
see to-day. Be it therefore understood, that 
there is but one true religion which is spiritual ; 
or Christ is the true Light which enligbtens 
every man that cometh into the world, and 
those that obey and follow the Light become 
sons of God. bis is the truth, which I have 
written. 

I cannot omit to say once more, that the 
true servants of Christ are not half-hearted, 
for they know that they are not their own, 
for they are Christ’s and partakers with their 
They have 


who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no|the old covenant, of the philosophers without|been buried with their Lord through his 
weapon formed against them shall prosper,|the covenant, (as Socrates, Plato, Seneca and|spiritual baptism, and have risen with Him, 


and every tongue which rises in judgment 
against them they shall condemn. I believe 
there are many in your Yearly Meeting who 
have a foundation to stand upon, and I am 


'others,) of Christ and his first apostles, of 
Jacob Boehme and George Fox, they believe 
in and follow to-day, viz., the Light of Christ 
in man, which is general and all-sufficient for 


and their minds are above self and vanities 
of the world, and they know indeed that they 
do the will of God which abideth for ever. 
As they possess to the full extent the real 


comforted in believing they will stand upon|man’s salvation; and what they denied and|character of the new covenant—that God 


it without being moved with evil tidings. My 
heart is toward you of that Yearly Meeting: 
although our poor Yearly Meeting has come 
to the conclusion to break off all correspond- 
ence with you in an epistolary way, yet I 
believe if you and Ohio Yearly Meeting con- 
tinue still, whilst a mighty and strong wind, 
which the Lord is not in, is rending the moun- 
tains and parting the hills asunder, your beads 
will still be covered as with a mantle of love, 
and in due time you will be called out again 
to execute the command of the Most High. 

I hardly know what to say about our re- 
cent Yearly Meeting. If multiplicity of words 
forms the favor of a Yearly Meeting it cer- 
tainly was a favored one, for we bad abundance 
ofthem ; but however nicely some may play 
onthe golden harp—however eloquently they 
may chant the songs of Zion when nothing 
crosses their path—if when the distressed state 
of Society is brought into view they rise up 
and openly become accusers of the brethren, 
I don’t want anything more from them :—but 
I must stop lest I become like I thought some 
ofthem were. 

Thou hast beard, I suppose, that in addition 
toour other bereavements, we have lost my 
dear brother-in-law Joshua Stanley. My dear 
sister sent for me, and I went directly to them 
and found myself again in a house of mourn- 
ing. I was confined two weeks in close 
hursing with my sister—stood by him when 
the immortal spirit took its flight from the 
suffering tabernacle, and no doubt with me 
but what it entered into everlasting rest ;— 
and when the remains were laid away, I re- 
turned home only one day and a-half before 

© commencement of our Yearly Meeting, 
all of the sittings of whigh I attended, (with 
my heart bleeding with these fresh wounds) 
me of which I thought were seasons of 
favor, and some were very painful ones, in 
Which in thinking of my dear departed bus- 

nd I was ready to say, “ Blessed are the 


rejected in former days, they reject to-day :— 

1. They reject the doctrine that the Scrip- 
tures of truth are the only guide and rule for 
the salvation of man. For the guide and rule 
of man’s salvation is the Light, Grace and 
Spirit of Christ within man. George Fox 
corrected the hireling who preached that the 
Scriptures were the rule, saying: Oh, no! it 
is not the Scripture, it is the Spirit of God 
who gave forth the Scriptures. 

2. They therefore reject and have no fellow- 
ship with the making conversion (so-called) 
to depend on believing certain Scripture texts; 
and regarding those as saved who profess 
such belief. 

3. They reject as human inventions such 
expressions as three different persons of the 
Godhead. 

4. They reject all kinds of worship done in 
man’s will ; even the most eloquent and scrip- 
tural preaching, human inventions, as sacra- 
ments, so-called, and singing and music, which 
burthens the pure life, and feeds carnality. 

5. They reject all doctrine of a substituted 
righteousness without sanctification. Fora 
man is not justified before God if he is not 
sanctified. 

Now those that reject these main points 
and do not believe and follow Christ as the 
true Light and teacher in themselves, for 
their salvation, and do not worship God in 
spirit and in truth, in inward communion 
with Him, are not sanctified ; they are Baby- 
lonians; and if they call themselves Friends 
or Quakers, they are not such, but bogus 
Quakers and apostates from the truth. But 
we have not to use or recognise any nick- 
name. Friends of God or children of Light, 
is what all who are partakers of the divine 
glory and nature in the light are. 

I will most seriously turn the reader’s at- 
tention to the deep perplexities and difficul- 
ties George Fox passed through, when his 
mind was burthened with the iniquity of the 


dwelleth in man and walketh in man—they 
ean realize the will of God in his time, and 
rejoice in the Light and the” power which is 
given to men. O, they can say that the seed 
of God remaineth and ruleth and is over all 
weakness and over death itself. 

To them, Christ is the resurrection and life 
indeed. The second death bas no power over 
them. The grave bas no victory; death has 
no sting—oh no! Butit is their delight to do 
the will of God, and the will of God is that 
all men shall be saved and come to the knowl- 
edge of truth by that means which is given 
for that purpose, viz., the Light of Christ in 
men, God’s gift for man’s salvation, and anti- 
dote against the seed of sin which the enemy 
sows in the heart of man. The servants of 
Christ will turn all men to take heed to the 
Light in themselves; and if they do, it is 
an all-sufficient teacher for man’s salvation. 
When all things are shown in the light, and 
people walk in the light of the Lamb, no 
priesteraft is needed—Babylon is fallen. For 
all the true believers and followers of the 
Light have cut loose from all the outward 
and vain traditions of man, and from all vain, 
changeable teachers. They have built on the 
rock and they are immovable as rocks. But 
Christ is a stumbling-block and a rock of 
offence to all that believe not in the Light 
which is the Life in Christ, how much soever 
they may believe in his outward life, suffer- 
ings and death. The Jews believed from the 
Scriptures that Christ was to come, but they 
rejected Him when He came, because they 
rejected his Light. The Christians, so-called, 
believe from the Scripture that Christ is come; 
but they do not believe in the Light by which 
He bas enlightened them, and which He has 
commanded, viz., believe in the Light that ye 
may become children of the Light; and there- 
fore they are in the darkness, having their 
spiritual eyes closed. But they that are be- 
lievers in the Light, and are become ebildren 
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of the Light, they walk in Christ, their way,|against him. A friend remarking on this, 

life and salvation, and they have a discerning] William Penn replied, that was nothing new 

spirit and they judge a right judgment, never|to him, as he bad been sailing against wind 

calling sweet bitter, or bitter sweet. and tide all his life. There can be little doubt 
Central City, Nebraska, U.S. A., 1882. that, if the law of the survival of the fittest, 

as seen in the extinction of races of animals, 
















Is there not an anthem swelling, 
In a peaceful undertone, 

That would lull the heart’s commotion, 
While it breathes of joy alone ? 
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That the barque is safely anchored, 
Ere it crossed the breakers high, 
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Selected for “‘ The Friend.” 
The Administration of the Discipline. 
Yn conversation last evening with my be- 
joved father, he said that in the course of 
his experience, he had remarked, that those 
Friends who had manifested a disposition to 
jate the offences of those who had broken 
discipline, generally lost ground in a re- 
gious sense ; and those whom they were dis- 
to screen, rarely came to any sping in 
the church ; and when such fell away, they 
were more severe against the unfaithful ones, 
than against those, who, in the uprightness 
of their hearts, could not compromise the 
euse of Truth, but stood steadfast in its sup- 
against wrong things. He was not in 
ale: a rigid administration of the discip- 
fine; but he believed that where it was kept 
o,in a disposition to restore, and when that 
filed to produce the effect, to keep to the 
judgment of Truth ; it would always be found 
Os ond, best for the meeting and for the 
offender.” —Journal of William Evans. 


How the Kitchen-boy became a Bishop. 


About two hundred and eighty years ago a 
derk was wanted in the parish church of Ug- 
borough, a little village in Devonshire; and 
one of the candidates was a young lad about 
sixteen years of age, who came from a neigb- 
boring village. But he did not get the place 
because of his youth. He was very much 
cast down. He was the son of poor, but 
worthy parents, and one of a large family of 
brothers and sisters. He said to his mother, 
with a heavy heart, “I must not be a burden 
any longer upon father and you; I shall set 
out and find work of some kind or other else- 
where, and support myself.” 

So he bade farewell to his father and his 
brothers and sisters, and, with a little bundle 
in his hand, he left his home. His mother 
went with him two or three miles of the way. 
When at length she was obliged to turn back, 
theknelt down with him at the road-side and 
tsked God to bless him and go with him and 
keep him from every evil way. Then she 

out some money and gave it to him for 
thejourney. Then the two kissed each other, 
id, weeping, parted. 

By-and-by he arrived at the city of Exeter. 
He went to the cathedral; he wandered about 
the streets ; he called at the shops; but of all, 
t whom he applied that day, no one had 
work for him. At last, he found himself 
sanding at the window of a book-shop, look- 
ing at the rows of books on the shelves within. 
At that moment, happening to lift his eyes, 
he caught a glimpse of the cathedral; and the 
thought suddenly shot into his mind that 
there was a connection between these books 
and the cathedral. If he, poor though he was, 
could become learned in books, he might be 
worthy of a place some day in the cathedral. 

It was a mere thought and it soon passed 
away from his mind. He left Exeter and 
travelled on and on, till he found himself in 
Oxford. He knew nobody there. But, hav- 
ing passed through Exeter, and knowing that 
Exeter College was the one to which Devon- 
shire students went, he knocked at the gates 
ofthat college and asked if they wanted a lad 
like him, for any work he could do. They 
did want such a lad ashe. And ina short 
time he was employed to scour pans, to clean 


knives, to brush shoes, and in other ways help 
i the kitchen. 
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Jobn was a faithful servant, and soon be- 
came a favorite with everybody about the 
colle And, as he had a good many bours 
of leisure, he set bimself to learn Latin and 
Greek. And by-and-by the dons going past 
saw the kitchen boy poring over loose leaves 


of grammars, and would ask him jokingly if 


he was reading Homer or the Latin poets. 

But after awhile, one and then another 
gave up joking at the lad and went near to 
him, and saw that by bimself alone he had 
come very near to the reading both of Homer 
and the Latin poets. And then the dons took 
him away from the kitchen and made room 
for him in the classes of their college, and he 
became one of their foremost scholars, and 
one in whom they all felt pride. 

And by-and-by John was made a “fellow,” 
and then a professor of divinity, and for 
twenty-seven years he labored in that college 
as a professor and writer of books, where he 
bad served as kitchen boy. And at the end 
of that time he was made a Bishop of Worces- 
ter, and therein proved the truth of the 
thought, shot through his mind, at the win- 
dow of the book-shop in Exeter, that there 
was a way through books to a place in a 
cathedral. 

Bishop Prideaux was never ashamed of his 
early trials. He kept the leathern clothes, in 
which he set out from his father’s house, to 
his old age. He loved to revisit the village 
in which he was born. He greatly loved his 
parents. In his kindness he would plan sur- 
prise visits.. He would bring his doctor's 
scarlet gown and put it on to please them. 
He never tired of showing them reverence. 
Often he would say, “If I bad got the clerk’s 
place in Ugborough, I should never have been 
Bishop in Worcester.”—Sunday Magazine. 





11th mo. 6th, 1882. Listened to the con- 
versation of an elderly man, now in the Post- 
office Department at Washington, who had 


been in the Union army during the war of 


the rebellion. 

When in the Wilderness, their lines were 
so extended, that it was fourteen miles from 
one extreme to the other; and fighting was 
of daily occurrence on some part of the line. 
As he stood at his post, and saw the wounded 
men bein 
that our Saviour was ushered into the world 
with the anthem: “Glory to God in the 
highest; on earth, peace and good-will to 
men ;” and he asked f 
devils ?” 





Kidnapping in Scotland.—Lecky states that | 
the citizens of Aberdeen, Scotland, were noted | 


for a scandalous system of decoying youn 
boys from the country and selling them as 
slaves to the planters in Virginia. It was a 
trade which, in the early part of the eigh- 
teenth century, was carried on to a consider- 
able extent through the Highlands of Scot- 
land. In 1739, nearly 100 men, women and 
children, were seized in the dead of the night 
on the islands of Skye and Herries, pinioned, 
horribly beaten, and stowed away in a shi 
bound for America, in order to be sold to the 

lanters. Fortunately the ship touched at 
Besaghobes in Ireland, and the prisoners, 
after undergoing the most frightful sufferings, 
succeeded in escaping. 

In 1742, a case occurred which attracted 



























carried to the rear, he remembered | 


imself, “are we men or 
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returned to Aberdeen’and published a narra- 
tive of his sufferings, seriously implicating 
some of the magistracy of the town. He was 
prosecuted and condemned for libel by the 
local authorities, but the case was afterwards 
carried to Edinburgh. The iniquitous system 
of kidnapping was fully exposed, and the 
judges of the Supreme Court unanimously 
reversed the verdict of the Aberdeen authori- 
ties, and imposed a heavy fine upon tbe pro- 
vost, the four bailies, and the dean of the 
Guild. 





For “The Friend.” 

Dear Friends,—I feel there is too much 
looking back among us as a Society, not 
enough examination of our present state to 
see what the Great Master is requiring of us 
day by day. Oh let us sink down in deep 
humility of spirit low at his feet, and there 
remain, that we may be worthy to receive 
the crumbs that fall from his bountiful table. 
Our strength will then be made equal to all 
of his holy requirings ; and then there will be 
many springing up to carry on the work of 
those faithful servants of the most high God 
that have gone before us; yea, we shall be 
strengthened to leave an example worthy to 
be followed by those that come after us. 

I have desired that every one that beareth 
the name, of Friend may walk faithfully upon 
the stepping-stones that the Lord God hath 
cast up for them to walk upon; that our 
memory may live in the bearts of the faithful 
long after we have passed away. I would 
that we as a Society could show a closer walk 
with God. The meek and lowly Jesus has 
called us to be a people: Oh let us be more 
subject to the will of Him who hath called us 
to follow the guidance of his Holy Spirit, and 
is still calling us who are so unworthy. Sons 
and daughters of men, let us draw near unto 
God as much as within us lies, that we may 
be steadfast and abide under the wing of the 
Almighty, that nothing we harm or make 
us to fear in the hour of trial. 

Trials will surely come to us all, sooner or 
later, and we should all be prepared to meet 
our great King Emanuel in peace. This wilh 
make all things here easy to be borne, for 
what are these trials when our hearts are 
overflowing with his holy presence. Oh what 
is equal or comparable thereto? Yet frail man 
will turn aside from all this and settle down 


jat ease, feeding as it were on dry husks that 


will not give life or strength to the fainting 
soul ; yea, my spirit is burdened for such as 
these, desiring that their darkness may be 
changed into light, even the light of Heaven ; 
that there may be a hungering and thirsting 
after the true bread of life, until it is felt and 
received by every waiting soul. Then will 
the fruits and savor thereof be seen in our 
midst, causing us to feel a tender sympathy 
one for another, that will far surpass any- 
thing that the heart of unregenerate man can 
conceive. Thus we will appear unto God and 


{man to be what we profess—followers of Him 


who is meek and lowly in spirit, and without 
spot in the sight of God. 
Mansfield, Ohio, 2nd mo. 19th. 





When Thomas Wilson was brought under 
divine conviction, and an inward bunger ard 
thirst for the bread of life increased in him, 
it is recorded of him, that, “ere the time of 


much notice a few years later, when one of singing of psalms a thoughtfulness seized him, 


the victims having escaved from servitude, 


that men should be made holy before they 





246 


could sing to the praise and glory of God, 


and his mouth was stopped from singing with|to have filled the same position that is occu- 
them through a godly sorrow possessing his|pied among Friends by the committees of|chicken, was covered with exquisite} 
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These officers of the primitive church seem 





heart, with humble prayers to God for the|men and women who are charged with ad- 
knowledge of the way of salvation, he being|ministering to the wants of the poor among 
now become weary both of the heavy load of}us. 


sin, and of the doctrines and worships of 
men’s making.” 


In the Eastern churches the office of dea- 
coness was continued down to the end of the 


Thomas Story relates that in a meeting}12th century. In the Roman Church the con- 
among the Menists, in Holland, after his|gregational deaconesses were superseded by 
meeting closed, one of them read a verse of a/sisterhoods devoted to charitable work. The 


Psalm and some of the company sang, 
adds :— 


He|term “deacon” as used among the modern 
& 


Reform churches has very different meanings. 


“The song ended, I desired to be heard a|An Episcopal deacon is simply a candidate 


few words, which was granted; and I spoke/for the 
to this effect, ‘That I had once been among|elected 


a people who used to sing psalms ; and it was 
a custom among many still: But I desired 
them to consider the foundation of their sing- 
ing, whether it was any part of the worship 
of God, or that He required it of them as 
such; and also whether they all sung their 
own conditions: for things might be true in 
the Psalmist which were not so in them: as 
for instance, a high-minded, proud man’s sing- 
ing that he behaves himself as a weaned child 
in silence and rest, is not true, nor can any 
sing in that state; though | did not accuse 
them of pride, but this for instance.’ I pro- 
ceeded further, and said, ‘That the Apostle 
Paul says, I will pray with the spirit, and 
with the understanding also, and sing also in 
like manner; and speaks of making melody in 
the heart to the Lord in hymns and spiritual 
songs; but nothing of singing other men’s 
psalms without the Spirit: And that I had 
observed in those countries, among those who 


pennants A Methodist deacon is 
y the annual conference, and or- 
dained by the bishop, to administer baptism 
and to solemnize marriage, and to do the 
duties of a travelling preacher. In the Luth- 
eran church of Germany, a “diaconus” is an 
afternoon preacher, or chaplain, or assistant 
minister, but equal in standing with regular 
clergymen. A Congregational deacon is what 
a lay-elder is in the Presbyterian churches. 
In the Dutch and German Reformed churches, 
the deacon comes nearest the primitive func- 
tions of taking care of the poor and attending 
to the temporalities of the congregation. 

Beer Drinking.—The President of the Con- 
necticut Mutual Life Insurance Company, one 
of the largest in the United States, recently 
gave the following testimony as to the effects 
of beer-drinking :— 

“Tn one of our largest cities, containing a 
great population of beer-drinkers, I had occa- 
sion to note the deaths among a large group 
of persons whose habits in their own eyes and 


think themselves reformed, a great deal of|in the those of their friends and physicians 


images, pictures and outward show, and also 
high and lofty instruments of music; which 
had not been duly considered in their reforma- 
tion.” — Life, p. 508. 





For ‘‘ The Friend.”’ 
Religious Items, &c. 


Deacons and Deaconesses.—P. Schaff, in the 
S. S. Times, discusses the duties connected 
with these offices in the primitive Church, 
and recommends the revival of them at the 
present time. The first appointment of dea- 
cons is mentioned in the 6th chapter of Acts, 
and grew out of complaints among the Greek- 
Jews, that their widows were neglected in 
the daily ministration at the common love- 
feasts. This duty had before devolved on the 
apostles, who now recommended the brethren 
to select seven men to whose care it should be 
committed. 

The office of deacons was the care of the 
poor and sick—they were alms-distributors 
and nurses. This care probably implied in- 
struction and consolation as well as bodily 
relief, and the men selected for the office were 
of strong faith and exemplary piety. 

There appears also at an early day to have 
been deaconesses, who exercised a similar care 
over the female portion of the congregation. 
In the East the sexes were much more strictly 
separated (as they are at this day among the 
Mohammedans, Jews and Gentiles) than in 
Christian Europe and America. Hence there 


was a practical necessity for a special class of 


female officers who had access to their own 
sex and could discharge such charitable duties 
more easily and effectually than men. Phebe 
is called a deaconess (diakona) of the congre- 
gation at Cenclirea, and by her Paul sent his 
Epistle to the Romans.—Rom. xvi. 1. 


were temperate ; but they were habitual users 
of beer. When the observation began they 
were upon the average something under mid- 
dle age, and they were, of course, selected 
lives. For two or three years there was notb- 
ing very remarkable to be noted among this 
group. Presently death began to strike it; 
and until it had dwindled to a fraction of its 
original proportions the mortality in it was 
astounding in extent and still more remarkable 
in the manifest identity of cause and mode. 

“ There was no mistaking it ; the history was 
almost invariable: robust, apparent health, 
full muscles, a fair outside, increasing weight, 


florid faces; then a touch of cold or a sniff of 


malaria, and instantly some acute disease 
with, almost invariably, typhoid symptoms, 
was in violent action, and ten days or less 
ended it. It was as if the system had been 
kept fair outside, while within it was eaten 
to a shell, and at the first touch of disease 
there was utter collapse; every fibre was 
poisoned and weak. 


“ And this, in its main features, varying of|stinct of flight before the growth of the wilg 


course, in degree, has been my observation in 
beer-drinking everywhere. It is peculiarly 
deceptive at first ; it is thoroughly destructive 
at the last.” 





For ‘‘ The Friend.” 
Natural History, Science, &. 


Instinctive Actions.—In order to determine 
which of the motions of young animals were 


instinctive, and which were the result of/his head, he wets himself thoroughly, 4 


training or imitation, D. A. Goodsell, of New 
Haven, obtained during last summer a young 
Stormy Petrel, just hatched, ona rocky island 
a few miles from Mt. Desert, Maine. His ob- 
servations are published in the Christian Ad- 
vocate. 
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When found, the young Petrel was, he gays out sttor 
“a little larger than a newly-hatched Bak eorn-cob 
soft at 
gray down, had a long black bill hookedaa: ene 
the end, a beautiful blue eye, the slime of catches i 
legs, and very delicately webbed feet. im § bis succe 
color was exactly that of the egg, dark gray § the pool, 
with irregular brown spots. He wasso mug @ to the ¢¢ 
the color of the rock on which the ay Ba fish. 
that I almost stepped on him without seeing @ | plac 
him. It seems that this may be one of thog, § bis own 
protective resemblances of which nature pry and | 
vides a multitude. To this day, Jumbo, ot hitt 
that is the name the children gave him, @ again. 
variably sits with his breast against some & walked 
thing gray, never against any thing of stag pearance 
contrast to bis own tint. ~ B enemy; 
I brought him from Mt. Desert in a litt § rand 
basket, which the Indians made for him. ‘more be 
was very quiet, but alert, on the steamer gag ™ from th 
the cars. I put him in the state-room wagh ™ moment 
bowl for a bath, which he took in the mos been int 
rapturous manner. In the two days of the ™ _ These 
journey he ate three times his weight of from th 
gorging pieces of a size far beyond his example 
parent capacity. I believe that his lower determi 
unlocks, in order to accomplish his m bis feat 
feats of deglutition. This voracity is ‘leg § t secre 
marked now that he is grown; but for gigi object 0 
weeks it continued, to the astonishment ofall which b 
beholders. Bp srtivals 
He accepts and rejects various articles of catebin; 
food without hesitation. Of fresh fish, Joh™ gull doe 
sters, clams, oysters, and fresh meat he jg § t assist 
very fond. Tainted meat he will not against 
nor salted meat. Grasshoppers, crickets, bis figh 
butterflies are especially welcome. He igg§ notes; ii 
most accomplished catcher of house flies, J to beco 
One day the children caught a live mouse, § gull. 
which was let loose near the bird. Not] Hast 
could have caught it more quickly. He took } buman | 
it by the tail, tossed it, and caught it bythe | in Briti 
head, crushed it flat, and, accidentally deaths i 
ping it, took it by the tail, carried it to the sam 
pool, swung it back and forth until clean,and | wards | 
then swallowed it. On another occasion, be | In 1880. 
took a dry crust he could not break, and 212.776 
ping it in the pool, waited until it was Most 
ened, and then ate it. | Species, 
From the first he had a habit of daneingin | sther ps 
the most comical manner. He would ous or le 
his little stumps of wings, and hop up and § bave be 
down for minutes together. For a longtime } ithas | 
this seemed inexplicable, but the devel through 
of his wings has solved the mystery. [fone f % cause 
wing was not clipped, he would now fly, but Hindoos 
when he tries to fly he invariably turnet | ‘he life, 
ward the wind, and leaps up to catch itis onl 
rent against his wings to assist the begi vill eng 
of his flight. I have seen the wild duckdo § Blast 
the same on rising from the water. Thisit® § the Gle 
series 0: 
struck me as very remarkable. _ Band 29, 
When first caught, and for a long time § hambe 
thereafter, he had but one note—ane Was fire 
ingly plaintive piping. He has since, without § Month. 
the possibility of hearing one of his kinda § ®timat 
quired two others. One is the laugh—whih J Effect 
gives the name Larus Ridibundus to bit} Profess, 
species. His delight in bathing is immens § this 
With fluttering of his wings, and bobbing@ oe 
vege 
then goes to the sunniest spot, and, passilg the disc 
each feather between his mandibles, consume} Meat re 
an hour at his toilet. So far as I have see}, Deca: 
this dressing of his feathers is in a definite} sbject, 
order, and leaves him as smooth and sleek #§ Mtentic 
possible. In his play the gull nature come % stor 
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gut strongly. Fora long time he has had a/the outside and washed down. It undergoes 
cob at one end of the yard, and a thread-|internal disintegration, and also bends and 
atthe other. Half-flying, balf-running,|cracks. Brown stone wears away. The ene- 
strikes the cob or spool, throws it up,}mies of building-stone are of three kinds— 
catehes it, and then parades about, ha-ha-ing at|}chemical, mechanical and organic. Among 
pissuccess. Sometimes he will drop the cob in|the chemical agents are various acids, am- 
|, climb on a box near by, and then fly| monia, &c., found in rain water. Frost is an 
io the cob, and bear it off, as old gulls do with/effective means of destruction. A granite 
obelisk that had stood for forty centuries in 
Egypt, was removed to Paris, and in forty 
years was found to be full of cracks.—Scei. 
American, 

Vegetable Rennet.—In endeavoring to intro- 
duce cheese-making as an additional branch 
of agricultural operations in India, it was 
essential to find some substitute for animal 













a fish. ; 
| placed a mirror where Jumbo could see 
pis own image, instantly his feathers bristled 
and he charged furiously on the mirror. 
Rt hitting his supposed foe, be flew at him 
in. Meeting with no better success, he 
walked behind the glass; stood with an ap- 


FH pore be went behind the mirror, this time 


nee of astonishment at not finding his 
memy; then went back in front of the mir- 
prand flew at his own shadow again. Once 


from the other side. There he stood for a 
moment, and then walked away, and has not 
been interested in any sham gull since. 

These facts are surely enough to show that 
from the egg, though wholly separate from 
ample and teaching, his instincts suffice to 
determine his proper food; to bathe and dress 
bis feathers; to wash the dirt from his food; 
to secrete himself by lying near or upon an 
object of similar tint; to soften by water that 
which he cannot otherwise eat; to recognize 
wrivals his own kind; to acquire the art of, 
catching and throwing objects as the wild 

does with fish; to turn toward the wind 
toassist his flight; to leap from the ground 
inst the wind to assist the beginning of 
bisflight ; to acquire all the characteristic gull- 
notes; in short, without example or teaching, 
to become an independent and well-ordered 

ll. 

East Indian Snakes.—The destruction of 
human life by the bites of paisonous snakes 
in British India (amounting to about 19,000 
deaths in a year) and the loss of cattle from 
the same cause have led to the offering of re- 
wards for the destruction of those reptiles. 
In 1880, rewards were paid for the killing of 
212.776 snakes; and in 1881, for 254,968. 

Most of the loss of life is caused by four 
species, which are numerous and deadly. The 
ther poisonous species are either less numer- 
msor less aggressive. Gangs of snake hunters 
have been organized to destroy the pests, and 
ithas been proposed to extend this system 
throughout all the districts. One difficulty 
is caused by the religious scruples of most 
Hindoos, who regard it as unlawful to take 
the life, even of a poisonous serpent, so that 
itis only men belonging to certain castes that 
vill engage in this occupation. 

Blasting Rock.—At the limestone quarry of 
the Glendon Iron Company, Easton, Pa., a 
series of tunnels were run into a steep bill, 
and 29,000 lbs. of powder were placed in six 
thambers at their termination. The blast 
was fired by electrivity, on the 11th of First 
month. The amount of rock displaced was 
estimated at 130,000 tons. 

Effects of Diet on Liability to Infection — 

fessor Feser, of Munich, in experimenting 
on this subject inoculated rats with the poison 
ofeattle distemper. He found that those fed 
Mvegetable diet were quickly attacked with 

disease, while those fed exclusively with 
Meat resisted the effects of the inoculation. 

Jecay of Building-stoné.—In a paper on this 
subject, by Prof. Julien, of Columbia College, 
attention is called to the effect of the weather 
® stone. Marble is gradually dissolved on 










rennet in curdling the milk, as the natives 
would not touch cheese made with it. It was 


found that the fruit of the Puneeria coagulans, 
a shrub common in Afghanistan and Northern 


India, possessed the property of curdling 
milk. It belongs to the same family of plants 
as the Tomato. 


<aeuiaiane 

I have myself once known some, that to 
get money have wearied themselves into the 
grave; and, to be true to their principles, 
when sick, would not spare a fee to a doctor, 
to help the poor slave to live; and so died to 
save charges; a constancy that canonizes 
them martyrs for money.— Wm. Penn. 
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A living Gospel ministry is a great. blessing 
to the Church, and was undoubtedly designed 
for the edifying of the body, as well as for the 
awakening of sinners. Yet it should ever be 
borne in mind that it is only as it proceeds 
from the Spirit of God and is accompanied 
with bis blessing and life-giving power, that 
it can be of true spiritual benefit. 

We think it was William Dewsbury, who 
in speaking of our early Friends said, that 
being unable to perform Divine worship of 
themselves, when they met together, they 
could do no other than wait in spirit on the 


Lord, and seek from Him for ability to offer 


up that homage which is his due. 

In accordance with this is the language o 
Isaac Penington: “I freely confess, all my 
religion stands in waiting on the Lord for the 
riches of his Spirit, and in returning back to 
the Lord (by his own Spirit, and in the virtue 
of his own life,) that which He pleaseth to 
bestow on me. And I have no faith, no love, 
no hope, no peace, no joy, no ability to any- 
thing, no refreshment in anything, but as I 
find his living breath beginning, his living 
breath continuing, his living breath answering, 
and performing what it calls for.” 

When prayer, praise or exhortation arises 
from the motion of this Spirit on the hearts 
of any, in a gathered assembly, it is truly re- 
freshing to those who are prepared to receive 
it. But where the Spirit of the Lord is not 
the moving power, the preacher cannot reach 
the witness for God or impart true religious 
instruction, no matter how learnedly he may 
talk of the doctrines of the Gospel, or of the 

recepts contained in the Holy Scriptures. 
he benefit of a meeting is not therefore to 
be measured by the amonnt of preaching 
heard therein ; for we sometimes experience 


words without knowledge ; and at other times 
we are favored to find in seasons of silence 
that renewal of strength which is promised 
to those who wait on the Lord. 

We have been much impressed with a letter 
written by Robert Jordan, of North Carolina, 
in 1736, which shows that the Church nearly 
150 years ago was troubled in some places, by 
a ministry which was not of Divine appoint- 
ment. The letter says. 


“T am often cast down at the evidence of 
false ministry prevailing in many places, and 
am weary of contending in spirit against it ; 
thougb not weary of suffering for the truth. 
It is a clear and incontrovertible fact, that in 
proportion to the declension of religion in the 
root and life, preaching increases, to the lessen- 
ing the credit and authority of the ministry, 
and rendering it contemptible. I am con- 
firmed in my judgment, and have been many 
years, that as the ministry was, and the sin- 
cere ministry yet is, instrumental to gather 
the churches, it is now proceeding apace to 
scatter them, and this through the working 
of the mystery of iniquity, with the heat and 
forwardness of man’s spirit. 

“'To some, yea to many, that silence and 
passiveness of mind, so essential to the per- 
formance of these calm, meek and deliberate 
acts of worship, is as strange and irksome, as 
it is by their conduct rendered useless to the 
people. But though we cannot belp seeing, 
we are told we must say nothing ; all is reve- 
lation, all is perfect, and there is great peace. 
To put it out ofall doubt, we are often told they 
are under a mighty sense of life and power, 
are under heavy burdens, and sore exercises; 
but whether they lay them on themselves or 
not, I shall not determine. These find it 
easier to do than to suffer till the Master 
gives direction and makes way. 

“Some measure their service by their noise, 
and would prove a Divine gift by human wit 
and extacy ; and while they are full of peace 
and joy, the church mourns. Even prophesy- 
ing is coming pretty much into practice, seve- 
ral instances of which have proved false and 
ridiculous. 

“Some who preach up self-denial and morti- 
fication, can hardly bear contradiction, much 
less reproof; and though they preach up 
humility, they aspire to the chief seats and 
the uppermost rooms. 

“T believe this ministry has a direct ten- 
dency to promote infidelity, by giving grounds 
of suspicion that the noble principle, the holy 
unction, the light and superadded grace that 
comes by Jesus Christ, is either uncertain 
or dangerous to follow. 

“ The naturo of man is subject to extremes, 
being apt to step out of a state of superstition 
into that of unbelief. In short, I may conclude 
by saying with John Fothergill, ‘that the 
distemper in the ministry is the greatest in 
the church.’ Tena ORDAN.” 


We print this letter not to discourage any 
humble, sincere followers of Christ, who may 
believe it required of them to vpen their 
mouths in the assemblies of the Lord’s people ; 
but to call attention to the evil fruits that 
may be expected to be produced by a minis- 
try which has not the Divine sanction, and 
rests on the will and wisdom of man. 





SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 
Unirep States.—The last session of the Forty- 


there is that which darkeneth counsel by|seyenth Congress expired at noon on the 4th instant. 
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During its closing hours, George F. Edmunds, of Ver- 
mont, was elected President pro tempore of the Senate, 
to succeed David Davis, resigned, Senator Bayard re- 
ceiving the oe of the Democratic nomination. 
The Tax-Tariff bill was passed by the House by a vote 
of 152 yeas to 116 nays. All the General Appropria- 
tion bills were p , but the River and Harbor bill 
failed in the Senate. { 

Ten thousand six hundred and seventy bills and joint 
resolutions were introduced in the Forty-seventh Con- 
gress, 8018 in the House and 2652 in the Senate. During 
the session just closed, besides the regular annual ap- 

ropriation bills, 163 bills and joint resolutions passed 

th Houses. The aggregate amount appropriated by 

the appropriation bills is $229,327,511. The aggregate 
of last year’s appropriations was $219,367,983. 

The provisions of the Tax-Tariff bill, including the 
repeal of the stamp tax on bank checks, drafts, orders 
and vouchers will take effect on the Ist of Seventh 
month next. Exception, however, is made in regard 
to the tariff duties on sugar, which will take effect on 
6th mo. Ist, and the reduction of the taxes on tobacco, 
snuff and cigars, and the reduction of the special license 
taxes which will go into effect on 5th mo. 1st. 

The public debt, less cash in the Treasury, on 2d mo. 
28th, was $1,892,542,863, and the reduction during last 
month was $7,630,678. 

An election was held in San Francisco on Seventh- 
day on the question of adopting a new charter, 18,613 
votes were polled. The official canvass of the vote 
shows that the charter was defeated by 32 votes. Fraud 
is suspected, and many protests have been filed. 

Secretary Folger, on the 5th inst., ordered that the 
word “cents” be added to the new five-cent piece, to 
meet the requirements of the law. 

The total coinage of the U. S. Mint during 2d month 
included 7,862,840 pieces of all denominations, valued 
at $4,548,360. The number of standard silver dollars 
turned out was 2,400,000. 

During the twelve months which ended on Ist mo. 
3lst, 1883, our imports of merchandise amounted in 
value to $752,727,367, and our exports for the same 
period were $783,298,409. 

A forestry bulletin just issued from the Census 
Bureau, relates to the forests of West Virginia. It says 
the forests have been largely removed from the Ohio 
river counties, and that the most valuable timber along 
the principal streams has been culled in nearly every part 
of the State. The area still occupied by white pine is es- 
timated to extend over 310 square miles, and to contain 
990 million feet of merchantable lumber. The lumber 
grado of the State for the census year was 180,112,000 

eet lumber, 1,207,000 laths, 3,695,000 shingles, 41,992,- 
000 staves and 1,952,000 sets of headings, in all valued 
at $2,431,857. 

Alexander H. Stephens, Governor of Georgia, and 
ex-Vice President of the Southern Confederacy, died in 
Atlanta on the morning of the 4th inst., at half-past 
three o’clock. He was in the 72d year of his age. 

A very large and brilliant meteor was seen early on 
First-day morning at Petersburg, Virginia. It is de- 
scribed as “an immense ball of fire darting across the 
heavens, brilliantly illuminating the entire city, so that 
a newspaper might have been read with ease. Its course 
was northwest, and its explosion was heard shortly 
afterwards.” 

The total losses by the floods in the Ohio and Wabash 
rivers are estimated by the New York Herald at $8,- 
048,000, of which $2,250,000 falls on Cincinnati and its 
suburbs, and $1,000,000 on Louisville. More than 6000 
dwellings in the Ohio Valley were swept away or 
wrecked beyond repair. The figures given do not in- 
clude the losses from a suspension of business and trade. 
The subsidence of the floods is taking place very slowly, 
aud it may be a month after the waters have resumed 
their usual limits before the manufacturers along the 
river banks can get to work. The inhabiiants of the 
inundated districts suffer terribly, the principal needs 
being provisions, bedding and clothing. From some of 
the smallar towns come appeals for medicines, and it is 
feared that as the waters subside there will be a preva- 
lence of typhoid and malarial fevers. The Cincinnati 
Commercial Gazette prints a detailed report of the losses 
by the flood at Lawrenceburg, Indiana, which foots up 
$435,000. 

Later reports from the overflowed country along the 
Mississippi show that the “sunk lands” in the St. 
Francis river region are entirely submerged. Nearly 
as far south as Helena there are few places above water, 
and the people are living in the upper stories of their 
houses, where there is more than one story, and when 
there is not, “ floating around on rafts or in boats.” The 
streets of New 
two to four feet. The whole country back of that place 
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as far as Cairo, on the Missouri side, and from Hickman 
south for fifty miles, is covered with water. Corn, 
fences and live stock have been destroyed, but there is 
no destitution among the people yet. 

The latest reports from the Lower Mississippi show 
that the water at Helena is rising at the rate of an inch 


ies 


is published, in which he says the only chance the des. 
titute people have to maintain life is throagh charity, 
He says the policy of the Government is evidently ong 


of extermination. 
The Standard’s correspondent at Copenhagen 
the Government is willing to settle the present 


r hour, and it is feared the highest water mark of|culty touching the status of Danes in Schleswig on 


ast year will be reached. The trestle on the Helena 
branch of the Iron Mountain Railroad, at Longville 
river, which a week before was forty feet above the 
river, was threatened on the 5th with total submersion. 
The water is also rising at Arkansas City. The levees 
in the districts mentioned remain intact, and the plant- 
ers are putting in their crops. A later despatch reports 
a serious break in the Pastoria levee, in Chicot county, 
Arkansas, which will food many plantations. 

On the 1st instant, the Chief of Police of Philadel- 
phia presented to the City Commissioners a list of 155 
places where licences to sell liquor are recommended 
to be refused. The following letter accompanies the 
request ! 

“I am directed by the Mayor to forward you reports 
of the Police Lieutenants of the drinking houses in 
their respective districts that are the resorts of thieves, 
lewd ond Airantedie persons, These places are well- 
known to the officers of this department, as appears by 
the criminal record of each station-house, and therefore 
earnestly protest against license being granted for the 
sale of liquor to the proprietors of such places.” 

The deaths in this city last week numbered 404, 
which was 46 more than for the previous week, and 
one less than during the corresponding period last year. 
Of the whole number, 216 were males, and 188 females: 
61 died of consumption; 30 of pneumonia; 20 of 
diphtheria; 19 of old age; 13 of typhoid fever; 12 of 
Bright’s disease of the kidneys, and 6 of small-pox. 

Markets, &c.—U. 8. 3’s, 104}; 34’s 104; 4}’s, 1123; 
4’s, registered, 1183; coupon, 119%; currency 6’s 129 
a 132. 

Cotton continues quiet, but prices were steady. Sales 
of middlings are reported at 10} a 10} cts. per pound 
for uplands and New Orleans. 

Petroleum.—Standard white, 7} a 7} cts. for export, 
and 8} a 8{ cts. per gallon for home use. 

Flour is in moderate demand and steady. Sales of 
2900 barrels, including Minnesota extras, at $5.75 a 
#6.75; Pennsylvania family at $5.12} a $5.25 ; western 
do., at $5.50 a $6.35, and patents at $6.50 a $8. Rye 
flour is firm at $4 a $4.12} per barrel. 

Grain.— Wheat was a fraction higher. Sales of 4700 
bushels red, in car lots at $1.18 a $1.24. Rye is firm at 
72 cts. Corn is in fair request and local lots are steady. 
Sales of 10,000 bushels, in lots, at 60 a 70} cts. At the 
open board 70} cts. was bid for futures. Oats are quiet, 
but steady. Sales of 9000 bushels, in car lots, at 53 a 
57 cts. 

Hay and Straw Market, for week ending 3d mo. 
3rd, 1883. — Loads of hay, 385; loads of straw, 80. 
Average price during the week—Prime timothy, 90 
cts. to $1 per 100 pounds; mixed, 80 a 90 cts. per 100 
pounds; straw, 55 to 65 cts. per 100 pounds. 

Beef cattle were dull and prices were easier: 2300 
head arrived and sold at the different yards at 5} a 7} 
cts. per lb., the latter rate for extra. 

Sheep were in fair demand and firmly held: 8500 
head arrived and sold at the different yards at 44 a7 
cts., and lambs at 43 a 8 cts. per Ib. as to condition. 

Hogs were a fraction higher ; 3500 head arrived and 
sold at the different yards at 10} a 11 cts. per Ib., as to 

uality. 

. Foreign.—The North German Lloyds Steamship 
Company has made a contract with John Elder & Co. 
for the construction of two steamers. They are to be of 
the same size and speed as the Fulda, and are to run 
between New York and Bremen. The names of the 
new steamers will be the Ems and the Eider. 

The London Society for the Suppression of Blasphem- 
ous Literature propose to get up cases against Profes- 
sors Huxley and Tyndall, Herbert Spencer, the pub- 
lishers of John Stuart Mill’s works, John Morley, and 
others, who, “ by their writings, have sown widespread 
unbelief, and in some cases rank atheism.” 

Loughrea, 2nd mo. 28th.—The distress among the 
people here is alarming. Crowds of persons are be- 
sieging the houses of the priests, clamoring for food. 
The Town Commissioners have been hurriedly con- 
vened to take measures toward relieving the wants of 
the people. 


Limerick, 3rd mo. 1st.—Three hundred women will 
start from here this week for New Hampshire, where 
they will be employed in a cotton factory. The Board 
of Guardians has voted £50 towards furnishing the 
rid are submerged to the depth of] emigrants with an outfit. 

A letter from the Bishop of Rawhoe, County Donegal, 


basis that only those living there, born before or dar. 
ing the year 1864, shall be exempted from the Prussian 
military service. 

The cost of the government of Paris is a little mom 
than $50,000,000 annually. 

It is stated that W. E. Gladstone, in his i 
on the 27th ult. with President Grevy and C 
La Cour, Minister of Foreign Affairs, appeared to 
desirous to bring about an end of the present 
between France and nee It is believed that 
negotiations relative to pt are impending—not 
hitherto, on the basis of a ciniiontalsth, but on . 
arrangement that will place France in a more favorable 
position than she now occupies. : 

The relations between Germany and England ater. 
ported to be better now than they have been forte” 
years. The North German Gazzette expresses the highes 
satisfaction at this state of affairs. The Emperor 
Germany has given 1000 marks to the fund for the 
lief of sufferers by the floods in America. a 

The Madrid Imparcial saya the Socialistic 
called the “Black Hand” numbers 49,910 m 
and includes 990 minor societies, with Geneva as 
centre for Western Europe. The existence of heal 
of the Black Hand Society has been discovered in 
madura. The Judges who are conducting the investiga. 
tion in regard to secret societies still receive thréates- 
ing letters. The trial of the Socialists at Prague hay 
been adjourned because the preliminary examination 
resulted in the implication of other persons. in the 
charges of high treason. 

The Russian Minister of War has issued an 
prohibiting all connection with the press of 
serving in the army or in its departments, ' 

Drunkenness has been investigated by Professor 
Verga, of Milan. Men or women given to intoxication 
are, strange to say, seldom given to kleptomania or 
suicide. A woman is less apt to take liquor than 
man, but when she does she can hardly be reclaimed. 
She becomes shameless and abominable, but seldom 
dangerous. Cold weather seems to cause men to take 
to strong drink, and mild weather has the same infu 
ence upon women, 

Live stock statistics for the chief producing 


of the world have been collected and compel in 


ee 
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an 

English newspaper, from which it appears ‘the 
United States stands first with the two most importént 
articles of flesh food—cattle and hogs—and that sheiis 
second in horses, and fourth in sheep, but that, wi 
regard to the latter two items, she is making 
strides to a higher position. These statistics eredit 
United States with 38,000,000 cattle, India with 30- 
000,000, and Russia with 20,000,000. Further, it 
shown that Russia has 20,000,000 horses, the United 
States 10,500,000, and Austria 3,500,000. 
possesses 80,000,000 sheep, the Argentine 
68,000,000, and Russia 63,000,000. ‘The United States 
—fourth in this list—has 36,000,000, but in the matter 
of swine she heads the world, having 48,000,000, Of 
goats, India is credited with no less than 20; 
Africa with 15,000,000, and Mexico with 6, ) 

Valuable coal discoveries cuntinue to be ma care 
east coast of Vancouver’s Island, British Columbia, 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL, © 
A Stated Meeting of the CoMMITTEE ON ADMISSION 
is to be held in Philadelphia on Seventh-day mor 
3rd mo. 17th, at 10 o'clock, in the third-story room, 
No. 304 Arch street. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 
The Annual Meeting of the Contributors to 
“ Asylum for the Relief of Persons deprived of the 
of their Reason,” will be held on Fourth-day, 
month 14th, 1883, at 3 o’clock P. M., at the Committ 
room of Arch St. Meeting-house, Philadelphia. 
Taos. SCATTERGOOD, 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Phi 
Physician and Superintendent—Joun C. HALL, 
Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 

made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Bos 











No. 422 Walnut Street. 
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